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The Aim was to challenge church communities to explore the possibility of developing a gathering place where parents/carers with young children could meet regularly and comfortably, primarily to 

· relieve the isolation that is often experienced at home

· enable children to play and socialise

· provide opportunities for families to make links with the Christian community 

Guiding Principles

· Discern prayerfully. Everything will be undergirded with prayer.

· Think locally. What are the God-given opportunities and resources in this neighbourhood? There is much we can learn from others but each situation is different in its own way.

· Research thoroughly. It is easy to make assumptions about what people want so it is important that action is taken after careful listening and fact-finding. 

· Plan realistically. Make sure local resources are not overstretched – it is usually better to start small and grow.

· Model authentically. The Christian community must be the place where people experience a real quality of relationship, reflecting the love of Jesus.

Therefore,

SEEK …

creative partnerships with other churches and agencies to

· maximise local resources

· minimise wasted effort

· pool expertise

FIND …

a safe place where families can meet together regularly in a pressure-free environment to

· belong and be themselves

· encourage each other and development genuine friendship

· access specialist information and help as needs arise

CREATE …

a quality family-friendly environment where they can

· explore questions and share problems
· discover and develop spirituality, enabling them to become what God has made them
· be empowered and equipped to be effective members of the community
Above all, BE …

in and of the community, alongside families in whatever shape they come; 

a church which is

· flexible and accepting

· responsive and open

· available and non-judgmental

· aware of its local limitations

In other words, mission-shaped.

