FLAME/CTF Conference 2004

VISION FOR THE FUTURE

Devising church strategies for working with families in the 21st century

What were you doing in 1994? Possibly marking the International Year of the Family; and to celebrate ten years since then, this conference was jointly planned by FLAME and Churches Together for Families. It was truly ecumenical with at least 6 denominations present, as well as voluntary Christian organisations. This gave the weekend a dynamic and an edge most seasoned conference goers do not normally experience.

It was billed as a working conference but as they arrived at Highgate House, near Northampton, the 80+ delegates could have been forgiven for thinking they had come for a holiday. All agreed that the luxury accommodation should be the benchmark for conferences from now on – organisers, please take note!

However, there was work to be done: extended workshop time over the weekend, which would result, we hoped, in recommendations to the churches for ways forward in working with families. 

After we’d inspected the swimming pool, fitness facilities, and en suite rooms, it was down to work with Revd Duncan Dormer, Dean of St John’s Cambridge, on the Sociology of Cohabitation and Dr Helen Cameron, Management Consultant, on involving volunteers in ministry today. Both were stimulating and we would have liked to hear more from them, but from Saturday morning onwards we were in our groups considering case studies and devising strategies for a range of challenging situations, including families suffering domestic violence, step families and prisoners’ families.

The feedback session on Sunday morning was evidence that much good work had been done and there would indeed be something to offer the churches. The planning group, which subsequently met, decided it would be in the form of a CD containing al the group recommendations.

It was hard work – especially the Saturday evening session – but there were little oases in the days when we could take time out, swimming, playing pool or chilling out with colleagues by the (free) ice cream cabinet.

For many, the opportunity to worship with people of a different tradition was a highlight, as was Friday’s multi-sensory prayer.

The feedback has been very positive – though of course there are things to learn from too. What was appreciated was the fact that everyone had a voice - one delegate commented, “The fact that I had the opportunity to make a difference really motivated me.” Another said, “Without a doubt, the best conference yet.” What a good note to end on!
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